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South Africa’s Food Loss and Food Waste

• About 30% of local agricultural production in South Africa is 
wasted each year, which is equivalent to an estimated R60bn
a year or about 2% of GDP. 

• South Africa generates an estimated 12.6 million tonnes of 
food loss and waste  per annum (a third of the food 
available). 

• Its estimated that every tonne of edible surplus food could 
make an estimated 4,000 meals.  

• In a country where 30% of households are at risk of hunger, 
31% experience hunger (approximately 7.4 million people) 
and with 13 million children living in poverty this is clearly 
unsustainable.
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Sustainability vs ESG – what’s the difference? 
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https://diligently.azurewebsites.net/dv-looks-at-esg/



ESG in the context of our planetary boundaries
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Scientists note nine planetary 
boundaries beyond which we 
can’t push Earth Systems 
without putting our societies 
at risk:
1) climate change, 

2) biodiversity loss, 

3) ocean acidification, 

4) ozone depletion, 

5) atmospheric aerosol pollution, 

6)freshwater use, 

7) biogeochemical flows of 

nitrogen and phosphorus, 

8) land-system change; and 

9) release of novel chemicals.

https://news.mongabay.com/2021/03/the-nine-boundaries-humanity-must-respect-to-keep-the-planet-habitable



SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
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By 2030, we are to halve per capita global food waste at the retail 

and consumer levels and reduce food losses along production and 
supply chains, including post-harvest losses.



The Impact of Agriculture
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https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/201911/national-water-and-sanitation-master-plandf.pdfhttps://ourworldindata.org/ghg-emissions-by-sector

It is estimated that One third of all food produced is never eaten, 
representing a huge loss of the natural resources that went into its 
production. 



Food Loss vs Food Waste
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• Consumer Protections Act

• Competition Law Act



Solutions: EU Regulation

• Governments representing half of the world’s population have 
set an explicit national target in line with the UN’s goal to halve 
food waste by 2030, however only those representing 12% of the 
world’s population are measuring how much food is wasted. 

• The EU has adopted the Circular Economy Package, including the 
revision of its Waste Framework Directive in 2018 and a new 
Delegated Act on the measurement of food waste in 2019.

• In 2020, the first EU-wide national measurement of food waste 
commenced. This will be reported back to the EU mid- 2022 and 
will provide comparative baseline measures for all Member 
States. 

• The publication of this baseline data in 2023 will provide the 
opportunity to consider the feasibility of establishing Union-wide 
food waste reduction targets to be met by 2025 and 2030. For 
this reason, 2020–2023 will provide crucial moments of 
opportunity for EU Member States’ food waste policy and EU-
wide food waste reduction. 
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What’s happening in SA?
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South Africa’s Voluntary Agreement
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How will ESG Redirect Finance?
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ESG
Taxonomy

ESG
Reporting

ESG
Investment 
Obligation

ESG Due 
Diligence

https://www.chadfrischmann.com/drawdown-global-goals



ESG Taxonomy: Covered Sectors and Activities
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Concluding Remarks

• So in summary we are faced with a massive challenge both locally in 
South Africa and globally throughout the rest of the world to deal 
with food waste and food losses.

• We are at the early stages of quantifying the problem with baselines
being set in South Africa and in other parts of the world with the 
intention being to halve per capita global food waste at the retail and 
consumer levels and reduce food losses along production and supply 
chains, including post-harvest losses by 2030. 

• At present this is being undertaken through voluntary measures in 
terms of soft law instruments such as voluntary agreements. There is 
a business case for reducing food losses and food waste as it makes 
economic sense to be more efficient and avoid losses and it is also an 
imperative in terms operating within of our planetary boundaries.

• At present we don’t have any direct regulation in South Africa on 
food waste and food losses, but watch this space as this may be 
indirectly regulated through our trading partners such as the EU or 
directly regulated through our developing ESG legal regime in the 
future.
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thank you


